Different characters have been used for differentiating species of Proleptonchus Lordello, 1955 , e.g. Jairajpuri (1964 and Timm (1964) thought the size and shape of spicules, number and disposition of ventromedian supplements were good diagnostic characters and consequently designated male holotypes. They also thought that the shape of amphids and the length of postvulval uterine sac were important in distinguishing species of Proleptonchus. Siddiqi & Khan ( 1964) differentiated P. indicus Siddiqi & Khan, 1964 from P. aestivus Lordello, 1955 mainly on length of the postvulval uterine sac and tail shape. Goseco et al. (1974) , revising the superfamily Leptonchoidea, described four new species and gave a key to species of Proleptonchus using the following characters: shape of stoma and amphids, body size, length of postvulval uterine sac and tail, presence or absence of reduced ovary in the postvulval uterine sac.
Most species of Proleptonchus have been described from few specimens, e.g., P. amphidius Jairajpuri, 1964 one female and one male: P. teres Jairajpuri, 1964 three females and a male; P. indicus a single feInale; P. luquillensis Goseco et al., 1974 one female and two males; P. johnsoni Goseco et al., 1974 two females. Therefore, little is known about the variability within these species of Proleptonchus. We studied the variability within a population of P. shamimi n. sp. collected from around grass roots at Hissar.
Specimens were fixed in hot 4 % formalin, dehydrated slowly in a desiccator and mounted in anhydrous glycerine. Female: Body 1.26 mm (1.14-1.42) long, almost straight upon fixation with blunt extremities.
Cuticle in two layers, thickest (3-5 gm) on tail.
Lip region 9-11 1 x 3-5 marked off by slight depression. Stoma flaskshaped. Amphids stirrup-shaped with slit-like apertures which measure 6-8 Am. Odontostyle 6-9 Am long with odontophore of almost equal size.
Guiding ring at 6-8 Am from anterior extremity. 
